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COUNCIL 


MEDICilL  OFFICER  OE  HEALTH^  S REPORT 

To: 

The  Chairman  and  Moinbcrs  of  the  Holywell  Rural  District 
Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As.  Dr.  Nelis  rerifcaed  her  appointment  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District  of  Holywell  as  from 
the  28th  February,  1949,  after  16  years  of  loyal  and  efficient 
service,  it  becomes  rip/  duty  as  her  successor  to  present  the 
report  on  the  work:  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  1946. 

I therefore  have  honour  to  present  this  report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1946. 

I wish  to  express  m3?  thanks  to  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  his  staff  :''or  their  assistconce  in  preparing 
this  report. 

Section  A. 

Social  conditions  including  chief  industries. 

The  chief  indastr37  of  the  area  is  agriculture. 

Emuloyraent  for  a large  number  of  the  population  is  provided 
Q*  iron  works  in  the  Rural  District  and  also  in  an  adjoining 
area.  A substantial  number  of  people  find  emnl03,uient  at 
silk  works  in  adjoining  districts.  In  addition,  coal  mining, 
lead  mining  and  quarrying  provide  emplo^/raent  in  tlic  area. 


Area  in  acres  58,550. 

Population  (estimated  at  mid  year  1948 

by  the  Registrar  General)  21,840. 

(1947)  21,410. 

NJlmbor  of  inhabited  houses  6,660. 

Rateable  Value  :26  5,9S5. 

Product  of  a penny  rate  e317.1.1. 


VITAL  statistics. 

These  are  presented  in  tabular  forta  and,  for  purposes 
of  comparison,  I have  given  (whore  appropriate)  the- 
corresponding  figures  ifcr  the  previous  year.  The  figures  for 
England  & Wales  as  a whole  arc  also  given,  yfiiere  appropriate. 


Table  1,  Births. 


Rate  per 

Rate  per 

Clossif 

1,000 

1,000 

total 

ication. 

Males . 

Ecmales. 

Total. 

popula  t- 

( live 

and 

ion. 

still 

births ) 

1948.  1947. 

1948. 

1947. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Legitimate 

166 

186 

352 

18*12 

Illegitimate 

11 

15 

26 

1*19 

177 

201 

578 

17*31  18.3 

STILLBIRTHS. 

Legitimate 

7 

5 

12 

0*  55 

30  * 69 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

0 *05 

2*  56 

8 

5 

13 

0*60 

33*24 

34*48 

ALL  BIRTHS 

(Live  <x  Still)  185 

208 

391  17*90 

The  live  birth  rate  for 
England  & Yfalos  for  1948. 

The  still  birth  rate  "^or 
England  cc  \Talcs  for  1948. 


17*9  per  1,000  civilian 
population. 

0*42  per  1,000  civilian 
population. 


It  will  bo  notcu  fl'om  the  foregoing  Table  that  the 
birth  rate  has  shown  a fall  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year  and  also  that  the  rate  is  below  that  for  England  cc 
V/ales . 


TABLE  A,  DEATHS  (C-aTEEi\L)  BATE. 

Males.  Ecmales.  Total. 

All  Ages  (all  causes)  126 141 257 


Rate  per  ipOO 
population. 
1948.  1947. 


12-23  12-42 


The  death  rate  for  10*8  per  1,000  civilian 

England  & Wales  " population. 


There  has  been  a slight  reduction  in  the  general  death 
rate  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  crude  death  rate 
is,  however,  higher  than  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  & 
Wales  as  a whole.  The  standardised  rate  is  not  available. 


TABLE  3.  DEfiTHS  { C-EI'TERAL ) ANALYSIS 

Male. 

Eomalc. 

Total. 

Heart  Diseases. 

42”. ' 

4S-: — 

90'. 

Intra  Cranial  Nascular  L.sions. 

12. 

18. 

30. 

Cancer  (sites  ouhei"  than  those 
sped  f : od ) 

12. 

15. 

27. 

Causes  (other  than  olaewliorc 
specified ) 

14. 

12. 

26. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

''■9. 

5. 

14. 

Pneumonia . 

4. 

8. 

12. 

Diseases  of  circulatory  system, 
(not  elsewhere  snccificd) 

^'5. 

4. 

9, 

Nephritis. 

4. 

.5. 

9. 

Bronchitis . 

5. 

3. 

8 • 

Digestive  Diseases 

(not  elsewhere  specified) 

2. 

5. 

7. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system. 

3. 

3. 

6, 

Diabetes 

1. 

4. 

5. 

Respiratory  Diseases. 

(not  olsowhoro  specified) 

1. 

r/ 

^ t 

4. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

3. 

1. 

4. 

Road  traffic  accidents. 

4. 

0. 

4. 

Cancer  of  Breast. 

0. 

3 . 

3. 

Pronaturo  Birth. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Congenital  raalformation( birth  injury)  2. 

0. 

2. 

Violent  Causes 

(not  olsovjhoro  specified) 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Cancer  of  Uterus.  ' 

1. 

1. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

1. 

1. 

Maternal  Causes  (other  tlian  spocifi 

od) 

1. 

1. 

Totals. 

126. 

141. 

267. 

TABLE  4.  DEivTMS  - M/;TER1I/.L  CAUSES. 

Puerperal  Sepsis.  Nil. 

Other  Maternal  Causes.  1 » 


Total.  1 . 
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TABLE  S.  DE/iTH  RAT13  (infsntllG) 

' ■’  (i uudcr  1 year  of  Age) 


Classification, 

Males . 

Females. 

Total. 

Hate 

live 

1948 

per  1,000 
births. 

. 194t. 

Legitimate 

5. 

3. 

8. 

22*7 

33. 

Illegitimate 

1. 

1. 

38 'T  5 

41. 

Legitimate  and 
Illegitimate, 

6. 

3. 

9. 

23-8 

35. 

The  infantile  Death  rate  for  34  per  1,000  Live 

England  k VDalcs.  “ Births. 


SECTION  B. 

GEi^IEFAL  PBQVISIONS  OF  I.:2_VLTH  SERVICES  III  THE  iiHEA. 
FJBLIC  I-IBALTH  CEEICEDS  07  037 E ATJTHOEITY. 

(a)  MEDIC/lL  OEEICEE  or  HEiXTil  (part  time) 

I.  Philippine  i'Tclis,  L.P.C.P.&  S.I.,  D.P.il. 

(b)  SAl-FTARY  IHSPECTOKS  fv/hoic  time) 

D.  0.  Moreditli  Jones,  C.K.C.I.,  M.S.T.A. 

F.  G.  Perrr.,  C.InS.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

(c)  WATER  EJGIDEER 

L.  Darrali,  ii AJ . I .lAm. h. 

LiBORATO RY  FAC I LIT I E3 , 


The  officials  continuod  to  maho  use  of'  the  service 
provided  by  the  Public  Health  Lnborator:/  at  Connay. 

MiBULiJTCE  FACILITIES. 

There  is  no  ambulance  stationed  in  the  district.  Since 
July  5th  the  Local  Health  Authority  have  been  responsible  for 
the  provision  of  ambulance  and  sitting  cars.  The  a'bulanccs 
stationed  at  Mold,  Flint,  riolyv/ell  and  Prestatyn  arc  available 
for  residents  in  the  adjoining  districts  of  the  Rural  District, 
and  sitting  case  cars  arc  available  by  arrangements  made  vrith 
the  County  Council  Welfare  Officers. 

HURSING-  IN  THE  HOME  iJTD  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY . 

Until  the  5th  July  these  services  uero  provided 
voluntary  organisations.  Since  this  date  the’ Local  Wcaith 
Authority  has  assumed  responsibility  for  these  provisions. 

TR EATMENT  C EHTR  E3  ATP,,  -CLI-LTI C S . 

TUBERCULOSIS . Clinics  arc  available  in  Rhyl,  oucensf erry , 
Koly^ell  and  Wrexham.  Theser  rcrc  provided  by  the  Y/clsh 
National  Memorial  Association  until  July  5th  and  since  this 
date  the  clinics  have  been  under  the  administration  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

ANTE  - iliETAL.  INF^WT  WELFARE,  S-CHOOL  CLINICS. 

These  clinics  ore  provided  by  the  Elint shire  county 
Council. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 

There  is  no  hospital  in  the  area.  The  hospital  service 
has  been  administered  ’07/  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  since 
July  5th.  Patients  from  the  Rural  District  a3?c  admitted  into 
Cottage  Hospitals  in  the  areas  immediately  adjoining  and  slso 
into  hospitals  in  areas  further  afield,  notilbly.in  Chester 
and  Liverpool. 
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SECTION  C. 

SiiNITiiEY  CIRCCMSTAN^SS  Op  TEE  /mEiV 


(i)  Tho  vfjtej'  O'?  ‘E'.n  oil’s  arcn  of  supply  mid  its 

several  parts  Iirts/io  General  been  satisfactory  in  cuantity. 

Low  pressbi'e  c:rporionced  in  the  coostal  area  of 
Llannsa  Parisfi  imrEuG  duo  mainly  to  the  influx  of  visitors  9 
particularly  during  tho  months  of  July  and  imgust. 

Certain  lengths  of  small  diameter  mains  v;hich  had 
become  encrusted  have  been  renewed. 

ii  major  improvement  has  been  effected  between 
Penforddlan  and  Penrallt  in  the  Parish  of  Ehitford. 

The  water  suuply  of  the  area  and  its  several  ports 
has  in  general  been  satisfactory  in  quality. 

(ii)  Bacteriological  analysis  of  two  samples  of  raw  water 
have  been  made,  the  certificates  stating  that  although 
each  sample  was  not  unsatisfactory,  some  imnrovement  was 
desirable. 

(iii)  Supplies  arc  not  liable  to  have  plumbo- solvent  action. 

(iv)  Eater  from  the  Garth  and  Plost’ui  Sources  has  boon 
dosed  with  chlorcs  as  a o-rccautionery  measure. 

( V ) ( a ) pi r ect_  to  Jiou_s '' s 

No,,  v'.'fhcases.  Pouuiation  (estimated) 

4, (■•GO,  12,095. 

(b)  Standnirj  Su:-plv 

No  }.>  / ho  arj e s . P opu  lotion  (estimated) 

2,340.  7,020. 

The  abo'/e  figures  include  premises  supplied  by  the 
throe  st-stutory  Companies  operating  within  the  Rural  District. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  disposal  for  the  whole  area  is  undertahen  by  the 
Council.  The  work  is  carried  out  by  means  of  contracts  and  for 
this  ourpose  the  Council’s  area  is  divided  up  into  15  separate 
districts. 

Shortage  of  labour  has  added  to  the  difficulties  of 
maintaining  an  efficient  cleansing  service. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 


No  complaints  of  any  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams 
were  received ^ 

Camping  Sites. 

iill  licensed  camps  were  visited  regularly.  The  sites 
on  the  whole  arc  well  maintained. 

Smoke  dba tom ont . 


No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 
Eradication  of  Bod  Bugs. 


No  case  of  bug  infestation  was  found  during  the  year. 
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Schools 


iill  schools  in  tho  orca  ore  porioclicnlly  viaited.  The 
sanitation  in  many  of  than  leaves  a great  deal  to  be  desired. 

SECTION  D. 

Housing. 

great  deal  of  the  department’s  time  is  spent  on 
housing  inspection. 

The  number  of  houses  visited  for  comnlirincc  uith  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  and  Public  Health  let,  1936  uas  535. 

StatutoT'v  Notices  serv/Od  in  54  cases  and  legal 

proceedings  instituted  in  ? cases  and  Court  orders  obtained. 

SECTION  E. 

Ml  1 k Gunply , Com sli a d s and  Da i 

Tho  raa.iority  of  covasiic-ds  and  dairies  in  tho  districts 
uere  insnected  during  the  year. 

Milk  production  has  shewn  considerable  improvcDont 
recently,  the  majority  of  producers  making  efforts  to  give  tho 
consumers  clean  milk.  Vlhcvc  any  signs  of  laxity  on  the  part  of 
the  dairyman  or  cowkeeper  are  seen,  every  effort  is  made  to 
keep  the  offenders  under  observation. 

Structural  improvements  have  been  made  to  a number  of 
cowsheds  during  the  year,  chiefly  relating  to  lighting, 
ventilation  and  drainage  systems. 


Shops  Inspection. 

All  shops  in  the  area  mere  regularly  inspoeted  and  tho 
statutory  provisions  relating  thereto  enforced. 


Notices  served 

in  respect  of 

defects  were  cod’ 

plied  with 

in  all  eases. 

SECTION  F. 

PRWALENCE  OE  ANT)  control  OYER  TbiF'. 

SCTIOUS  LND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 

(c 

xcluding  Tuberculosis) 

TABLE  6. 

No.  of  eases 

Admitted  to 

Total 

Name  of  Disease. 

notified. 

Ho spita 1. 

Deaths. 

Measles . 

89. 

Whooping  Cough, 

84. 

2. 

Pneumonia . 

31. 

6. 

12. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

19. 

8. 

Erysipelas. 

5. 

2, 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

2. 

2. 

Fu  or  p or  a 1 P :tt  gx  i a . 

1. 

Totals.  S31 


20 


12 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 
Part  1 cf  the  Act. 


INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of 

No.  on 

Promises.  Register. 

Inspect 
ions . 

Written  Occupiers 
Notices,  urosecuted. 

(i)  Pactorios  in  which 
Sections  1 , 2 , -5 . 4.  d-.  ft  ar  e 40 . 

to  be  enforced  by  Io?ai 
Authorities . 

24. 

1 

8, 

{ ii )Pactories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 12. 

is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

18. 

2. 

Total.  42j| 10 , 

CASTS  IN  imicii  LKTEOTS  \VSRE  POUND. 


Want  of  cleanlj.ness  (S.!) 
Overcrowding  (S.S) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Ina dequat  e vgu  1 1 .i.a  t i on  t 3 . 4 ) 
Ineffective  drainftge  of  floorc 
Sanit ary  Conveni on ces  ( G- V ) 

( a ) i n s u f f i • ' : en  I; 

(b)  unsuitable  detective 

(c)  Not  separate  f c :*  suites 
Other  offences  against  tic  Act 
including  offences  reflating  to 


Part  Vlll  of  the  Act. 
OUiWQRPC 

(Sections  11.0  and  111) 


Pound.  Rernedied. 

1.  1. 


1.  1. 

(S.6) 

2 . 2 . 

4.  4. 

1,  • 1. 

f "U 

OutW'orh) 


)tal»  _ii 


Nil. 
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